Control of grip and stick in cell adhesion through lateral relationships of membrane glycoproteins.
Although cell adhesion to substrate must ultimately depend on 'sticking' by physical forces at the outer surface, we suggest that control is exercised through the 'grip' of the cytoskeleton. Our experiments indicate that grip can be relaxed by agents which release surface glycoproteins from some form of side-to-side organisation, and can be consolidated by suitable cross-linking to augment this organisation.